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we are calm, and our passions laid, 'tis easy to judge by the very telling a story, whether it be true or no ; but it is not to my argument, whether it be true or not.
Bro. No! pray what is your argument then ?
Sist. Why this, whether you are not in the wrong if it is true.
Bro. In the wrong! in what pray?
Sist. Why, to treat your child with such fury and ungoverned passion as you do.
Bro. Why, how must children be treated, when they are insolent and disobedient ?
Sist. Even then, not with passion and heat, brother: there is no case in the world, that can, possibly happen, which ought to make a father act in a passion with his own children.
Bro. No! how must he correct them then, when they do evil things ?
Sist. All with calmness and affection, brother; not with rage and fury ; that is not correcting them, that is fighting with them; he must pity when he punishes, exhort when he corrects; he should have the rod in his hand, and tears in his eyes; he is to be angry at their offences, but not with their persons : the nature of correction implies all this; 'tis for the child's good that a parent corrects, not for his own pleasure; he must be a brute that can take pleasure in whipping a child.
(He sat silent here a good while, and said not a wo7*d, his conscience convincing him that she was in the right; at length he puts it off thus.)
Bro. Well, I am not a correcting my children now; they are past that.
Sist. Yes, yes, brother, you are correcting now too; there are more ways of correction than the rod and the cane ; when children are grown up, the father's frowns are a part of correction, his just re-